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MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

MEETING 

After due correspondence with the members President Stieglitz 
called the semi-annual meeting of the Executive Committee for 
April 26, 1919. The session was held at the Chemists Club, 50 
East 41st Street, New York City. Members in attendance were 
President Stieglitz in the chair, Messrs. Ellery, Richtmyer and 
Ward. The Treasurer of the Society, Mr. Pegram met with the 
Committee. A telegram from Mr. McClung announced his un- 
avoidable detention at the last moment. Mr. Eigenmann was on a 
scientific expedition in South America. 

The report of the Treasurer for the year 1918 as audited by the 
officially appointed committee was read, approved and ordered 
printed. 

The Secretary reported that urgent requests have been made to 
secure the privilege of printing in the Quarterly articles dealing 
with general matters and especially in connection with the campaign 
against venereal diseases. He stated that after conference with the 
President the following reply has been made to the government 
officials having the latter matter in charge. 

"By explicit direction of the Executive Committee of the Society 
of the Sigma Xi and by repeated vote of the Convention the 
Quarterly is reserved exclusively for the special business of the 
Society and its chapters and may not include articles dealing with 
outside matters however interesting and important they may be. 

"Both the officers and members of the Society have the greatest 
interest in the campaign of the Public Health Service for the sup- 
pression of venereal diseases, but undoubtedly all of them receive 
the pamphlets of the Public Health Service, know of the campaign, 
and are enlisted in it in connection with other organizations. It is 
proposed to bring the matter to the attention of the Executive Com- 
mittee at the next meeting in order to give opportunity of revising 
previous action if there is a desire to do so. ' After deliberation 
and verification of the definite position taken by the Sigma Xi Con- 
ventions with reference to the purpose of the Quarterly the matter 
was passed without general action since it appeared that the state- 
ment made by the Secretary conformed to the instructions and intent 
of the Society. 

[44] 
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The Committee took up unfinished business from the last meet- 
ing held in Chicago, May 10, 1918. It appeared that various matters 
had been held in abeyance by virtue of the devotion of members and 
institutions to war service. 

Discussion brought out the fact that in the opinion of the mem- 
bers of the Committee the Society was face to face virith the question 
of extending its influence to other countries through the establish- 
ment of foreign chapters. Various institutions in Canada, England, 
Norway and elsewhere had already conducted informal discus- 
sions with regard to the possibility of such extension. There has 
come to members of the Committee from various sources a definite 
statement of the need in other countries of some agency for bringing 
research students and faculty investigators into closer personal con- 
tact in order to stimulate and guide the development of research that 
it may attain adequate breadth and strength and develop as a whole 
rather than in a multitude of narrow details and along unrelated 
lines. 

It was pointed out that the constitution of the Society places no 
limitations on the establishment of a chapter that are geographical 
or racial in character. The Society now has the power to accept an 
application for founding a chapter in any place where the real aim 
of the Society is cherished and promoted. 

As an expression of sentiment the following action was taken: 

"The Executive Committee recommends the passage of the fol- 
lowing resolution by the Convention: Resolved that the establish- 
ment of Sigma Xi chapters in research centers in foreign institu- 
tions, being within the provisions of the Constitution of the Society, 
is a desirable development in the efforts of Sigma Xi to encourage 
the spirit of fellowship in research." 

The question of confusion existing in the records of the Society 
and in the actions of various chapters because of the use of differ- 
ent terms for the same kind of membership and similar names for 
different types of membership was taken up for discussion. Presi- 
dent Stieglitz consented to take up the question and prepare the 
material for printing in the Quarterly and submission to the next 
convention with a view to making such changes as will render the 
terminology explicit and the intent of the Society clear. 

The Secretary called attention to the fact that at least one chap- 
ter lists separately as affiliated members those persons who have 
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Gome to the institution from other chapters in the Society. After 
the reading of the constitution emphasis was laid upon the fact that 
a member elected to the organization in any chapter becomes eo ipso 
a member of the other chapter in an institution to which he may 
subsequently become attached. 

It was announced that the Union Chapter proposed to offer an 
amendment to the constitution providing that the Treasurer should 
be officially made a member of the Executive Committee and chang- 
ing the total membership of the Committee from seven to' eight. It 
was voted that when the official notification of such action come 
to the Secretary it should be printed in the Quarterly and brought 
before the next convention with a recommendation for its adoption. 
Since the meeting of the Executive Committee the Secretary has 
received the following letter : 

"At a meeting of the Union Chapter of Sigma Xi held May 
I, 1919, the following amendment to the National Constitution 
of the Society was proposed by Doctor Ellery. 

"By an unanimous vote it was recommended to the other 
chapters of Sigma Xi for favorable action, and I was instructed 
to send a copy of the amendment to you v/ith the request that 
it be transmitted to the chapters of the Society in time to permit 
action at the next coming national convention. 

Fraternally yours, 

M. F. Sayre. 

"Proposed Amendment to the Constitution of Sigma Xi, recom- 
mended by the Union Chapter at its meeting May t, 1919. 

"Article 7, Section i, of the Constitution shall be amended to 
read as follows : 

"The officers of the Society shall be a president, a secretary, a 
treasurer, and an executive committee of 8 of which the president, 
secretary, and treasurer shall be ex officio members." 

The printing of the amendment herewith constitutes ofiScial noti- 
fication to the chapters and the proposal will come up for action at 
the next convention. 

The committee on associate membership emblems reported to the 
Executive Committee regarding the contract which was authorized 
by the Convention and after discussion it was voted that the price of 
the emblem should be placed at $2.25 to which sum should be added 
any tax that might be assessed upon jewelry ; this extra charge to be 
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eliminated or modified in accordance with changes in the law at any- 
given time. As the war tax on jewelry is now loc the price of the 
associate membership emblem will be $2.35. Communications were 
reported from chapters which indicated individual satisfaction with 
the form and character of the emblem and the reasonable price at 
which it is furnished to chapters under the contract which has been 
placed. 

The Committee discussed the question of the active membership 
badge which was referred to a subcommittee for consideration and 
report as recorded in the minutes of the Pittsburgh Convention 
(Quarterly, 6:11-12). It was the opinion of the Executive Com- 
mittee that special effort should be taken to secure a report of this 
for consideration at the coming convention and the Committee was 
requested to take under consideration the possibility of copyrighting 
the badge so that it might be brought under legal control. 

A letter was read from the University of Washington Chapter 
in which it appeared that that chapter was not aware of the exis- 
tence of any insignia for associate members and thus has been of the 
opinion that this type of membership was not desirable. The Secre- 
tary was instructed to call attention of all chapters again to this 
type of membership and to the existence of a recognized emblem 
which has been adopted by the general convention and should be 
given to all associate members and worn by them. The Secretary 
was also asked to emphasize the fact that this is the only emblem 
which can be worn by associate members. 

The University of Washington Chapter further inquired when 
an associate member might become an active member and in what 
manner. In the course of the discussion it appeared that some 
individuals have acquired a mistaken idea to the effect that the elec- 
tion of any individual as an associate member prevents that person 
becoming an active member of the Society. The Executive Com- 
mittee expressed the desire that the widest credence be given to the 
correct views in order that these misunderstandings may be done 
away with. An associate member becomes active when the person 
in question has fulfilled the conditions for active membership, has 
been recommended by the electoral board of the chapter and elected 
an active member in accordance with the constitution of the Society 
and the by-laws of the chapter concerned. It is of course not neces- 
sary that a person should be elected as an associate member to be 
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brought under consideration for active membership, but the Society 
regards associate membership as a preUminary step toward active 
membership and by its action in electing the individual to associate 
membership the chapter indicates that the person designated has 
already shown promise of research ability and should be further 
stimulated to the realization of that promise. 

The Northwestern chapter has raised the following questions 
with regard to the status of associate members and the regulations 
to which they should be subject : 

1. Do they pay the regular initiation fee of three dollars? 

2. Do they pay the local annual dues of one dollar? 

3. Should they sign the constitution in a separate list in 
the secretary's book or along with the active members? 

With reference to all three questions the Executive Committee 
voted after extended discussion that these were natural subjects for 
the regulation of individual chapters and should be handled by 
chapters in the light of local conditions and in accordance with the 
interests of the particular chapter. Attention was called to the 
fact that Article 9 of the constitution in regard to chapter assess- 
ments reads as follows : "Expenses of the Society which shall be 
voted by conventions shall be met by an assessment on the several 
chapters, pro rata, on the basis of their resident membership." 
Since it is evident that associate members are resident it follows 
that their names must be reported to the National Treasurer among 
those for which the chapter is called upon to pay an assessment. 
The Executive Committee accordingly recommends very strongly 
that the chapters should not neglect to include the associate mem- 
bers in the mailing list of the chapter since they are evidently in 
need of the maximum possible information with regard to the extent 
and character as well as the ideas and influence of the organization 
and will be sure to profit by a perusal of the historical data which 
are contained in the Quarterly. It was further suggested that the 
practice of admitting members of any sort without laying upon them 
certain financial obligations was contrary to the best interests of the 
Society as well as likely to impress them with the incidental if no' 
the trivial character of the organization and to lead them to under 
rate their relations to it. The Secretary announced that specia 
associate membership record cards printed in blue had been pre 
pared and are available for chapters under the general conditior 
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established by the Society for the distribution of such cards, namely 
that a duplicate set be returned to the Secretary's office for the 
national index which is kept there. 

The President reported that a canvass of the Society has shown 
a very large number of the chapters unequivocally opposed to the 
holding of a convention before December, 1919, and confident that 
the Executive Committee could transact all necessary Society busi- 
ness. In accordance with the opinions thus expressed by the chap- 
ters it was decided that the next convention should be held at the 
close of this year and that no effort should be made to replace the 
convention of 1918 which has been postponed by virtue of circum- 
stances and the advice of the Organizing Committee for the meet- 
ing of the American Association for the Advancement of Science. 
In accordance with the provision of the constitution empowering the 
Executive Committee to take charge of business matters during the 
interim between conventions, the Committee voted to levy the usual 
assessment upon chapters. The Treasurer was requested to send 
the formal request for the remittance of the sum due and the Presi- 
dent was asked to supplement this action by a letter to the presi- 
dents of the individual chapters. 

The question of the time and place for the mid-winter conven- 
tion was discussed and the Executive Committee was of the opinion 
that the Society should meet in connection with the American Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of Science as provided for under ordi- 
nary circtamstances by the recommendation of the constitution in 
Appendix V. Since the Association meets in St. Louis in convoca- 
tion week at the holiday season the officers were requested to take 
steps at an appropriate date to provide for the local arrangements. 

It was suggested that special attention be given to making an 
early announcement of the time and place of the Sigma Xi dinner 
with a view to circulating it as widely as possible in order that mem- 
bers attending the meeting of the Association may plan to be pres- 
ent on the occasion and may avoid other engagements for the same 
date. 

The Secretary presented a report with reference to the record of 
chapter elections thus far printed in the Quarterly. 

It was stated that certain chapters have perfected arrangements 
for printing on the commencement program or in the catalogue of 
the institution a list of those persons elected to Sigma Xi ; the basis 
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for such action being that the election was of the character of a 
pecuHar honor bestowed upon the individual student and properly 
recognized by the university authorities in the manner indicated. 
The printed forms used by the Cornell chapter seemed to be par- 
ticularly satisfactory for Sigma Xi purposes and Professor Richt- 
myer was requested to send samples of the same to other chapters 
with a statement that the Executive Committee recommended them 
to the careful consideration of the chapters. 

The Secretary was requested to furnish the Treasurer with the 
record of the number of names on the mailing list of the Quarterly 
as furnished by individual chapters. He was further requested to 
call attention again to the rule adopted with reference to subscrip- 
tions to the Quarterly and lists to be furnished by secretaries. 

The question of clerical assistance for conducting the business of 
the Society was brought up by the President and discussed at 
length. It was the opinion of the members present that action 
should be taken looking toward securing a larger portion of the time 
of some competent person to handle the routine matters of Society 
business which are naturally and inevitably increasing with the 
growth of the Society and the extension of its activities. 

The question of Sigma Xi fellowships was reviewed and the 
plan for pushing this project was discussed in detail. With a view 
to bringing the matter more thoroughly before the attention of chap- 
ters and to arousing their interest more effectively it was voted to 
request that each chapter suggest the names of three alumni mem- 
bers- as appropriate and energetic representatives from which the 
President could select with due reference to geographic location, 
relation to interests of different kinds and total membership of the 
Committee such names as might seem most appropriate for the end 
in view. It was, also, the opinion of the Committee that a smaller 
group should be selected as the Executive Board to have direct 
charge of the management of the undertaking. 

Emphasis was laid upon the necessity of making it clear to all 
concerned that this movement aimed to reach those members of the 
Society at present inactive and did not embrace those now engaged 
in advancing the interests of the active chapters. It was decided 
that the inactive members should be approached with a view to mak- 
ing contribution of at least $5.00 or more if the individual was 
favorably disposed. This contribution to be payable in lump sUm 
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or as $1.00 annually for five years. The Pre.sident was instructed 
to draw up a detailed plan of organization and to take steps to per- 
fect this organization and set the machineiy in motion for accom- 
plishing its purposes. 

Henry B. Ward, Secretary 
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There is one matter concerning the origin of the chapter at 
Union which is of peculiar interest, and may account in part for 
the growth of the Union chapter. Several months before the exis- 
tence of Sigma Xi was known at Union, a group of men at the head 
of the Scientific Section of the Senior class, with the encouragement 
of some of their professors, had conceived the idea of organizing an 
honorary society for graduates in our scientific courses correspond- 
ing to Phi Beta Kappa for the classical men. We met many times 
and drew up a constitution and by-laws modeled somewhat after 
those of the above-mentioned society. It was proposed to call the 
new organization "The Henry Society," because of the association 
of the eminent scientist, Joseph Henry of Albany with Union Col- 
lege. Though there was some talk of adopting a name without 
local association, in order that the society might establish chapters 
in other institutions, yet no other name was proposed. We were 
struggling with the matter of the name, when one of the professors 
interested reported to us that a society of purpose similar to our 
own had just been established at Cornell, and that we were invited to 
form a chapter at Union. Inasmuch as this promised to be an 
inter-collegiate society, it seemed wise to most of us, to give up our 
project of a local society and join Sigma Xi. 

E. W. Miller, Union 1887 



